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Media Advisory 
 

Energy Secretary Abraham to Open  
First-Ever Solar Decathlon 

 
WASHINGTON, DC --  Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham will open the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s (DOE) first-ever Solar Decathlon on the National Mall on 
Thursday, September 26th . 
 
The Solar Decathlon is a team competition among 14 universities from across the country 
and Puerto Rico to design and build the most energy-efficient solar-powered homes.  The 
winning team must blend aesthetics and modern conveniences with maximum energy 
production and efficiency. 
 
The Solar Decathlon is co-sponsored by BP Solar, The Home Depot, EDS, the American 
Institute of Architects (AIA) and DOE's National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). 
 
WHO: U.S. Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham  

Assistant Secretary of Energy for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy  
David Garman 
Representatives from BP Solar, The Home Depot, EDS, AIA and NREL 
Student Teams and Faculty Advisors 

 
WHAT: Remarks, Team Introductions, Ribbon-Cutting and Touring Homes 
 
WHEN: Thursday, September 26th 

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Opening Ceremony 
11:00 a.m. Touring Homes 
 

WHERE: The National Mall  
Between 4th and 7th Streets N.W. 
Adjacent to the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum and National Gallery of 

Art  
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The Solar Decathlon Solar Village on The National Mall in Washington, D.C., will be open 
September 26——October 6, 2002, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., daily. Visitors can tour village
exhibits and learn about energy efficiency and solar energy from the Solar Decathlon teams.
 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
September 
26 Thursday 10 a.m. Opening ceremonies 
27 Friday  Contests: Begin – Design Presentation and Simulation 
28 Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Solar decathlete guided tours 

Contests: Begin – Design and Livability 
29 Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Solar decathlete guided tours 

Contests: End – Design and Livability, Begin – Getting Around 
30 Monday Contests: End – Design Presentation and Simulation.  Begin – The Comfort 

Zone, Hot Water, Refrigeration, Energy Balance, Lighting, Home Business  
 
October 
 1 Tuesday Contest: The Comfort Zone, Hot Water, Refrigeration, Energy Balance, 

Lighting, Home Business, Getting Around  
2 Wednesday Contests: The Comfort Zone, Hot Water, Refrigeration, Energy Balance, 

Lighting, Home Business, Getting Around 
3 Thursday  Contests: The Comfort Zone, Hot Water, Refrigeration, Energy Balance, 

Lighting, Home Business, Getting Around 
4 Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Technology Day: 

Area schools tour Solar Village 
Contests: The Comfort Zone, Hot Water, Refrigeration, Energy Balance, 
Lighting, Home Business, Getting Around 

5 Saturday  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Solar decathlete guided tours 
Noon, closing  ceremonies -- winner announced 
Contests: End – Getting Around (Noon) 
6 p.m., Victory reception (by invitation only)  

6 Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Solar decathlete guided tours   
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